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"Who is to judge the intention? Not we. And for us
the deed in most cases is the test. We normally loot at the
action and not at the intention- God alone knows the inten-
tion."
"Then God alone knows what is Himsa and what is
Ahimsa."
"Yes, God alone is the final judge. It is likely that what
we believe to be an act of Ahimsa is an act of Himsa in the
eyes of God. But for us the path is chalked out. And then
you must know that a true practice of Ahimsa means also in
one who practises it the keenest intelligence and wide-
awake conscience. It is difficult for him to err. When I used
those words for Poland, and when I suggested to a girl
believing herself to be helpless that she might use her nails
and teeth without being guilty of violence, you must under-
stand the meaning at the back of my mind. There is the
refusal to bend before overwhelming might in the full
knowledge that it means certain death. The Poles knew
that they would be crushed to atoms, and yet they resisted
the German hordes. That was why I called it almost non-
violence."
"But, Bapuji, I cannot somehow forget that it is God
who is the judge, and God permits violence. There is a
Puranic story I should like to tell you. God Shiva once
suddenly disappeared as he and Parvati were in the midst
of a conversation. But soon he appeared again. On being
asked where he had been, he said he had gone to the rescue
of a bhakta who had been attacked, but he had come back
on finding that the bhakta had helped himself by striking
his assailant with a stone."
"Well, well, no amount of argument can teach us
Ahimsa. And you must not forget that one cannot be sure of
the purity of one's intention until one has gone through
the whole course of spiritual training laid down by masters
of yoga like Patanjali. Perfect chittashuddhi (purification of
mind) cannot be achieved in any other way."
Here Bharatanandji seemed to be at one with Gandhiji,
and he agreed that anyone might easily deceive himsel£
But he came with another poser. "Ahimsa, brahsauukwrya^
spinning are all sadhanas" he said, "and whereas one may

